Acoustic neuroma: postoperative deficits and the role of the neuroscience nurse.
Although the technical aspects of nursing care and management of acoustic neuroma patients have been discussed in literature, both the apparent and subtle neurological and psychological residuals of acoustic tumor have been largely overlooked. Long-term sequelae, unless acute, usually are not attended by the neuroscience nurse. However, nursing instruction and enhanced care while hospitalized can prepare the patient for self-care and improve final recovery. Responses of 541 members of the Acoustic Neuroma Association to a multipart questionnaire on aspects of the acoustic neuroma experience reveal the nurse plays an important role in preparing the patient for maximum recovery after hospital discharge.